
aN EXTREMELY RARE LATE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
"sQUEEZIE" tABLE sNUFF/tOBACCO bOX MADE, MOST
PROBABLY, IN lONDON CIRCA 1690-95.
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REF: 374463 

Description

This exceptionally rare piece is oval in form with deep sides decorated with a plain girdle around the centre.
The sides and base display raying lobes, as does the inner section of the cover. The cover also displays an
unusual outer border of pique bead work and the centre is inset with a silver disc cartouche engraved with
the contemporary intials TA. This piece also has one of the very rare pierced " stand away" hinges,
symmetrically pierced and displaying a wavy rim, which dates it to the late seventeenth century. This
example is also most unusual as it has a squeeze action lock mechanism and is opened by squeezing the
sides to release the lock. The box is in quite excellent condition and is a very rare survivor from this period,
especially with the pierced hinge and the squeeze action. A similar example is shown in "Starting to Collect
Silver" by John Luddington, the extract of which is attached.

Length: 3.6 inches, 9cm.
Width: 3 inches, 7.5 cm.
Height: 1.45 inches, 3.63 cm.
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