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Description

These exceptionally fine Snuffer Scissors are profusely decorated in the manner of Paul Storr, with
gadrooning, foliate scrolls, shells and a central flower head boss. The top of the snuffing box is also
decorated with foliate scrolls, around a central flower head, all on a matted ground. The side of the box is
engraved with a contemporary Crest below the Coronet of an Earl. The Snuffer Scissors are in quite
excellent condition and are very well marked. Their quality is outstanding, one of the finest pairs we have
offered over the years. As you will appreciate, these were originally used for snuffing out candles and
trimming the wicks of candles. Thomas Radcliffe had workshops at 29, Great Sutton Street, when these fine
scissors were made.The crest is that of the Leeson family, Earls of Milltown. The Earl in 1813 was Joseph
Leeson (1799-1866), 4th Earl of Milltown who succeeded his grandfather as Earl in 1807. His father died in
1800 and his mother married again in 1811 and was the second wife of the 2nd Baron Cloncurry. The Third
Earl married Barbara Meredyth, daughter of Sir Joshua Colles Meredyth, 8th Baronet and widow of Eyre
Coote, 3rd Baron Castle Coote. Their three sons all inherited the title (the 7th and last Earl died in 1891
when the title became dormant).The family lived at Russborough in County Wicklow that had been built for
the future 1st Earl between 1741 and 1755 with a facade of over 700 feet (it was first sold in 1931). It is still
standing and open to the public. It seems to be owned or heavily supported by the Alfred Beit
Foundation.Length: 7.2 inches, 18cm.Width, across the finger rings: 2.2 inches, 5.5 cm.Height, to the top of
the box: 1.75 inches, 4.38 cm.Weight: 50z.
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